Year 7-10

Information Sheet

About the Program
Unlocking Excellence: GSHS Academic Program of Excellence and STEM

At Geraldton Senior High School (GSHS), we are committed to delivering a
world-class education that empowers students with the skills, knowledge,
and opportunities to succeed in a rapidly changing world. Our Academic
Program of Excellence (APEX), delivered in partnership with the CoRE
Learning Foundation, combines academic challenge with real-world STEM
applications. Through APEX, we also support students undertaking the
Department of Education WA’s Gifted and Talented Academic program,
providing them with tailored learning, mentoring, and extension
opportunities.
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Engagement with Industry Partners

A defining feature of our Academic Program of Excellence is its strong
collaboration with leading industry partners, giving students direct
exposure to real-world challenges. Students, including those in the Gifted
and Talented (GATE) program, engage in innovative STEM projects like
‘Critically Electrified’ (Year 9), which took us to lluka Mine-site in Eneabba
to explore the science of rare earth minerals. These experiences provide
valuable insight into geology, environmental science, and resource
management, as students work alongside industry professionals in
authentic contexts.

National Competitions and Challenges

Students in the Academic Program of Excellence, including those in the
Gifted and Talented (GATE) program, have the opportunity to take partin
a range of prestigious national competitions. Highlights include the Big
Science Competition, where students demonstrate scientific reasoning
and problem-solving on a national stage, along with the Solar Car
Challenge, the National History Challenge, and the Young Geographers
Award.

APEX develops essential skills such as critical thinking and innovation,
preparing students for success in diverse fields. Participation in the
Tournament of Minds—a long-standing interschool competition focused
on creativity, collaboration, and analytical thinking—supports these
goals. In both 2023 and 2024, Geraldton Senior High School teams ranked
in the top ten among over 170 schools across WA.
Students also become published authors through the APEX Annual, a
student-led publication showcasing original writing. As part of this
process, they engage in focused writing workshops, where they refine
their ideas through drafting, feedback, and revision, building confidence
and skill as young writers.
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“My child comes home inspired—revising notes, researching CoRE project
topics, and constantly brainstorming new engineering ideas. The APEX

program has truly sparked her curiosity.” — Parent of Year 9 student, 2025

“I love the extra projects we get to do, like ‘Glorious Sands’. Our APEX
teachers make learning engaging and fun, and I've discovered so much about the world around me.” — APEX Student

“The APEX program has nurtured not only his academic strengths but also supported his social confidence and
emotional wellbeing.” — Parent of Year 9 student, 2025

“APEX has helped me discover my potential. It’s pushed me beyond what | thought | was capable of, and | feel more
confident in what | can achieve.” — APEX Student

“Tournament of Minds gave me the chance to celebrate my culture and explore my family history. Getting so close to
the State finals was an unforgettable experience.” — APEX Student

If you have further questions, please email or call

APEX CO-ORDINATOR Courtney Evans courtney.evans@education.wa.edu.au


mailto:courtney.evans@education.wa.edu.au

Entry Requirements

Applications are open to all students in Year 6 2025.

APEX Application Form
Application for Enrolment (Geraldton Senior High School)
NAPLAN Report from Year 5

Year 5 or 6 School Report

Recommendation letter from Primary School Principal or Year 6 Teacher where NAPLAN results are
not available

Personal statement written by the student explaining why they would be a suitable candidate for
the APEX program.

*Applicant success will be based on the evidence provided with the application.
*All applicants will be notified in writing of the outcome of their application.

*Out of local intake students will be accepted into the program based on capacity and in line with the Department of
Education Policy.

*Applications will be assessed on a first come, first serve basis pending capacity.

*Applicants will need to demonstrate commitment to the program throughout Year 7 to retain their position
including maintaining high attendance, participating in groupwork and STEM project-based learning, attending
excursions and incursions and maintaining good academic results across Maths, English, HASS and Science.

Applications close on Friday 25 July and should be sent to...

Geraldton Senior High School Geraldton Senior High School
PMB 10100 Or deliver to: 19 Carson Terrace
GERALDTON WA 6530 GERALDTON WA 6530

YEAR 7 - 10 APEX APPLICATION FORM - 2026

Student Details

Name: Date of
) Birth

Residential

Address

Current Primary
School:

Were you identified and/or did you attend any academic extension programs?
Eg PEAC, school based. Please provide details.




Parent/Guardian Details

Title: Name:

Postal Address:

If different from above

Phone No: Work:

Email:

Student Personal Statement (required)

Please provide an explanation of why you would be suitable for selection into the APEX Program.

Signed: . .
(Applicant) Slgned: Date:
(Parent)




